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By John Kasaian
Mother Angelica’s Private and Pithy Lessons from the Scriptures
Edited by Raymond Arroyo
Published by Doubleday, New York, 2008
237 pages, hardbound
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Personal Perspective
By William Whitehurst

During the Great Depression (it was called Great because it was
large – not because it was “great”), the Padre was walking through skid row
in San Francisco, south of Market, on one of those dirty, dismal, narrow
streets of the early 1930s. Winos lined his path. They were not the poor as
we knew them, they were the dregs. Recognizing the priest by his white
(sorta white) collar, this motley bum approached him. Dirty, unshaven,
bloodshot eyes, missing teeth, (the remaining teeth moss covered) his nose
pitted, red and vein–webbed. He wore a tattered World War I overcoat.
Pinned on the coat was a big “Roosevelt for President” button. He was thin
and emaciated. His hat, filthy and shapeless (and certainly not from Brooks
Brothers). He staggered and looked feint. “Father, could you spare a poor
soul a cup of coffee or a bowl of soup?”
The Padre immediately felt sorry for this derelict who had fallen so
low. There was no doubt that he’d feed the poor man. But just to add a bit
of irony to the situation, he said, “How would you like a big dish of roast
beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, peas, hot coffee and a great big slice of hot
apple pie?” “Oh dear God, that would be heaven! Thank you, thank you,
thank you.” “Then all you have to do is take off that Roosevelt button!”
The beggar suddenly shot to attention, his sad blood shot eyes glared up into
the Padre’s with a passion right from his soles. Without a second of
hesitation he blurted, “You can go to H---!” He turned abruptly and stalked
off.
The Padre never told us how the story ended. We all hoped that he
caught up with the poor man, apologized and fed him. That’s how we hoped
it ended, but just like the beggar, the Padre had strong principles too! The
moral to this story? (If there is one.) Take off your Roosevelt button before
you ask the Padre for a cup of coffee. I think the Padre admired and
respected this poor man. As destitute as he was, he had principles and the
power of his convictions. It would have been so easy and automatic to “take
off the button”. But as low as he had sunk, his beliefs were still high and
intact.

Mother Angelica, as you may know, is the founder of the global
Catholic television and radio apostolate EWTN. Before becoming ill, she was
quite an outspoken and energetic Poor Claire nun who hatched a scheme which,
against all odds became the Eternal Word Television Network, broadcasting
many of the very best Catholic Apologists into homes around the world.
Raymond Arroyo is the news director at EWTN and an excellent journalist who
has written for The Wall Street Journal and Newsweek, among other
publications. Having worked for Mother Angelica for many years, he is
uniquely qualified to bring her words into a book format.
What exactly is Mother Angelica’s Private and Pithy Lessons from the
Scriptures? The best description is that it is a series of weekly Bible Studies that
were presented by Mother Angelica to a group of Episcopalian women. These
popular commentaries were adapted for presentation to her religious community
and then again for broadcast on EWTN, but the lessons in this book are the
original versions, vibrating with life unlike any Bible lessons you’re likely to
have experienced. It is like having Mother Angelica sitting in your own living
room. Almost immediately you’ll come to know Mother as being a real “hoot.”
She gets to the point, and speaks with a rare authority reflecting the inspiration
of the Holy Sprit as well as an over the top element of humor that drives home
the point that Scripture has to be joyfully read. It is a gift after all, and we should
be “head over heels” happy to hear the message. The experience of reading this
book, I found, is much like learning from the habit wearing Sisters of the preVatican 2 parochial schools….Wonderful!
Mother Angelica doesn’t preach, but rather she cajoles her readers. She
poses questions and predicaments and like throwing a large switch, she
electrifies her readers, stimulating their intellect rather than the all too common
(and deadly) contemporary educational dictates of “read and regurgitate”.
Interestingly enough, this isn’t what I would consider a scholarly work and
Raymond Arroyo points this out in his introduction. Mother Angelica isn’t a
scholar nor does she pretend to be, but rather she was moved by the Holy Spirit
in her interpretations of Scripture so there are no theories to hypothesize or
agendas to advance. Like Mother Angelica herself, it is “what you see is what
you get” and what I got out of Mother Angelica’s Private and Pithy Lessons
from the Scriptures is a rock solid foundation for understanding and appreciating
the Bible in a way that is both profoundly meaningful as well as being a
gloriously good time well spent.

Pastor Profile - Rev. Larry Toschi, O.S.J.

December Christmas Social

By Don Cardell

By JoEllen Strait

Pastor – St. Joachim Catholic Church
401 West Fifth St., Madera, CA
(559) 673-3290
www.sjoachim.org
Weekend Masses:

Weekday Masses:

Saturday: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm (Spanish)
Sunday: 6:45 am, 8:00 am (Spanish),
9:30 am, 12:30 pm (Spanish),
5:00 pm, 6:30 pm (Spanish)
Third Sunday: 11:00 am (Latin Novus Ordo)
Monday - Friday 7:00 am, 8:00 am,
Wednesday 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Saturday 8:00 am

The only child of Joe and Dorothy Toschi, Father
Larry was born in Madera in 1947. On September 27,
1953, he was baptized by Fr. Joseph DeMartinis, and
received his First Communion on May 1, 1955 from Fr.
Dominic Albertelli. On February 22, 1959, Bishop
Willinger administered the Sacrament of Confirmation.
His family’s entire social life centered around the St.
Joachim Parish, and family and friends would go to the
Fruit Basket in Madera for breakfast after Sunday mass.
During seventh and eighth grade he rode his bicycle
across town early in the morning to serve daily mass at St. Joachim. As far back
as 8th grade, Father remembered Sr. Martha Louise would talk to him about his
vocation when he graduated from the 8th grade. Although already enrolled at
Madera High School, Sr. Martha Louise made a simple request- go home and
pray the Glory Be seven times (in reference to the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit)
and see in what way the spirit guides you. When he went to bed that night he
remembered her request and prayed as she asked. When he finished, he felt
compelled to get out of bed and go into the living room to talk to his parents. It
was decided he would enter St. Joseph’s minor seminary in Santa Cruz in
September 1961. He professed Perpetual Vows as an Oblate of St. Joseph in
September, 1973 and on April, 1976 he was ordained a priest at St. Joachim’s by
Bishop Donohoe. On that day the faith he saw on the faces of so many
parishioners coming forth to receive a blessing from him for the first time truly
transformed him to appreciate the gift of the priesthood.
Fr Larry has a BA in Philosophy, a M.S.T.M. in Mathematics
Education, a M.Div. in Theology for Ministry, and a M.S. in Theology, and has
also written numerous articles for various publications. He has been the Pastor at
St. Joachim from 1998 to the present, and in February will become pastor of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Bakersfield. Fr. Larry enjoys relaxing by hiking and
photography and his favorite scripture verse is “God makes all things work
together for good for all that love Him”.

Our own Msgr. Byrne was the guest speaker for our Christmas Social
and presented several thoughts and reflections on Christmas. Starting off with a
brief history of Christmas, he said that it didn’t really begin until around the
1300s and that the decorations we have now usually have a spiritual meaning
and/or a connection to a certain country. For example, he had holly bushes,
whose red berries are supposed to remind people of the crown of thorns.
According to Msgr. Byrne, the danger is that Advent and Christmas have
become too familiar. Advent is about trying to increase our faith, we have to
think about Joseph and Mary and understand how Mary overcame her fear and
doubts. Advent is a time of waiting. Christmas is not just for kids, although we
can learn a lot from children. Often times a child will say something that
unintentionally has a very deep meaning, such as “Where does Jesus go when
they take him out of the church at Christmas?” As the saying goes, “Jesus is the
reason for the season”. To take that a step further, WE are the reason for the
season since it was because of us that Jesus came.
As an added bonus, we were entertained by select singers from the San
Joaquin Memorial High School choir. Under the direction of Sheilagh HughesLuna, they performed several Christmas songs including, Ave Maria, I Wonder
as I Wander, and Who Would Send a Baby.

Msgr. Byrne presenting reflections on Christmas

Select member of the San Joaquin Memorial
Choir - From left to right: Sheilagh Hughes-Luna
(director), Hannah Tillman, Brie Levis, Jessica
Roberts, Adrianna Anguiano, Patricia Gatz,
Leandra Perez.

Pardini’s Staff receiving a thank you/recognition
from the CP&BC.

“Food for Thought”
February 12 – Pat McCaskey, Co-Owner, Chicago Bears
Plan on joining us for our first breakfast of the new year
with guest speaker Pat McCaskey, the Co-Owner of the
Chicago Bears football team and founder of Sports Faith
International. Pat will speak about his experiences as a
Catholic owner of an NFL pro football team, his unique
and humorous observations growing up in the world of pro
football, the importance of religion and sports at all levels
and the faith-based initiatives he currently works with.
See the insert for more information on this popular speaker
and be sure to make your reservations early for our
February 12th breakfast!

49er Highlights – February Programming!
KNXT, Catholic Television for the Central Valley, is
proud to announce new programs in February!
Hmong Catholics is starting a new season and will now
be a panel discussion covering religious doctrine, family
life issues, cultural leadership, youth issues and young
adult concerns. Cheng Her will be the host joined by
several Hmong leaders each week. Hmong Catholics
will now be airing on Sundays at 8:00 am as well as their
typical Saturday 6:30 pm showing.
LIVE On the Air will now be a full hour! Tune-in as
Monsignors Perry & Scott and a panel of exceptional
Catholic sources answer your questions about the faith
LIVE at 7:30 pm, Wednesday February 10. Call (559)
488-7440 to ask any burning question about the faith,
can be anonymous.
We are starting a new season of This Is Our City with H. Spees! Join H. Spees as he
ventures into this new season with exciting topics and interviews. Some highlights
include faith discussions with Rodney Lowery, the Fresno Police Department Chaplain
and a talk about neighborhood revitalization within the City of Fresno with Elaine
Robles.
Visit our NEW website http://knxt.tv to watch LIVE program streaming and for more
information on our programs and specials. Or call us at (559) 488-7440!

By CP&BC Spiritual Advisor – Msgr. Las Byrne
We have entered another decade, another chance
for us to take a serious look at who we are, where are we
headed? Do we have a purpose in our lives? Are we
making headway in pursuing that purpose? Are we happy?
If not, why not? Many make New Years resolutions – are
these frivolous efforts? Do they have any relationship to
our faith or to our growth in our relationship with God?
For myself, I am the only person who, if honest, can know
the deep down thoughts of my own heart and soul. I am
the only one who can come to grips with this knowledge. It doesn’t matter if
people tell you that you are a great person, it matters what you truthfully know
of yourself, unless you have come to believe in deception. Most of us know and
realize that life is short lived and we try to live our faith. Most of us know it can
be a struggle. We are faced with the constant war between good and bad,
between Satan’s ways and God’s ways. We also know that we face ridicule at
times for following the ways of the Lord. Often it may take material loss for us
to be honest in our business dealings, and sometimes the loss of so called
friends.
Jesus always told us that to follow His ways will sometimes bring these
crosses upon us. Hence, our most important efforts in this new decade should be
our resolution to live up to our faith beliefs, knowing that we were created to
come to know Him, to appreciate what He has done for us all, and to love Him
in all His creation. We must make it a living part of our faith that Jesus died on
a cross for all of us without anticipation and that He promised Resurrection to all
who come to believe in Him and live according to His wishes. To succeed in
our efforts, we must come to grow in our appreciation of the Holy Eucharist and
know that this great gift is what binds us all as brothers and sisters of Christ.
My prayer is that these resolutions will bring us all closer to
understanding what we are all about – they will bring us what we all are really
looking for, namely peace and joy that the material world cannot give. God’s
blessings be yours in 2010, is my wish for you.
Business Person-of-the-Month - Jim Goertzen
Our December business person-of-the-month was
Jim Goertzen. Jim is a sales representative for
Pfizer and educates doctors on the safety and
efficacy of his products.
Jim promotes five
products: Lipitor, Chantix, Toviaz, Premarin, and
Viagra. According to Jim, his mission is to bring
health and well-being to all people at all stages of
life.
Editor’s Note: You could be our Business Profile for a future edition by placing
your business card in the fishbowl at the check-in table.
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September, 1973 and on April, 1976 he was ordained a priest at St. Joachim’s by
Bishop Donohoe. On that day the faith he saw on the faces of so many
parishioners coming forth to receive a blessing from him for the first time truly
transformed him to appreciate the gift of the priesthood.
Fr Larry has a BA in Philosophy, a M.S.T.M. in Mathematics
Education, a M.Div. in Theology for Ministry, and a M.S. in Theology, and has
also written numerous articles for various publications. He has been the Pastor at
St. Joachim from 1998 to the present, and in February will become pastor of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Bakersfield. Fr. Larry enjoys relaxing by hiking and
photography and his favorite scripture verse is “God makes all things work
together for good for all that love Him”.
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low. There was no doubt that he’d feed the poor man. But just to add a bit
of irony to the situation, he said, “How would you like a big dish of roast
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apple pie?” “Oh dear God, that would be heaven! Thank you, thank you,
thank you.” “Then all you have to do is take off that Roosevelt button!”
The beggar suddenly shot to attention, his sad blood shot eyes glared up into
the Padre’s with a passion right from his soles. Without a second of
hesitation he blurted, “You can go to H---!” He turned abruptly and stalked
off.
The Padre never told us how the story ended. We all hoped that he
caught up with the poor man, apologized and fed him. That’s how we hoped
it ended, but just like the beggar, the Padre had strong principles too! The
moral to this story? (If there is one.) Take off your Roosevelt button before
you ask the Padre for a cup of coffee. I think the Padre admired and
respected this poor man. As destitute as he was, he had principles and the
power of his convictions. It would have been so easy and automatic to “take
off the button”. But as low as he had sunk, his beliefs were still high and
intact.
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of the Holy Sprit as well as an over the top element of humor that drives home
the point that Scripture has to be joyfully read. It is a gift after all, and we should
be “head over heels” happy to hear the message. The experience of reading this
book, I found, is much like learning from the habit wearing Sisters of the preVatican 2 parochial schools….Wonderful!
Mother Angelica doesn’t preach, but rather she cajoles her readers. She
poses questions and predicaments and like throwing a large switch, she
electrifies her readers, stimulating their intellect rather than the all too common
(and deadly) contemporary educational dictates of “read and regurgitate”.
Interestingly enough, this isn’t what I would consider a scholarly work and
Raymond Arroyo points this out in his introduction. Mother Angelica isn’t a
scholar nor does she pretend to be, but rather she was moved by the Holy Spirit
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you get” and what I got out of Mother Angelica’s Private and Pithy Lessons
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the Bible in a way that is both profoundly meaningful as well as being a
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FINAL WORDS

CP&BC Change in Membership Information: If you have an
address, email, etc. that you would like changed, please use the
form included in this month’s insert. Or, if you prefer, you can
send an e-mail to membership@cpbcfresno.org.
For more
information call Jeff Lauritzen at 559.288.7280.
THANKS TO SPONSORS: The CP&BC thanks our sponsors
for the year: Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Mgt. Services; Big De Farms
& Cattle/Dan Souza; DiBuduo & DeFendis Insurance; Dowling,
Aaron & Keeler, Inc., Attorneys at Law; Electric Motor Shop;
Frank A. Borges & Associates; Gary McKeighan Insurance; Jay
Chapel/Wayne Gomes; Me-N-Ed’s Pizzerias; Mike & Marybeth
Hogan; Pardini’s Catering & Banquets; QUALI-T-RUCK
Services, Inc; Sheridan & Dorothy Loyd; Sierra West Warehouse,
Inc; Tom McGowan/ Automated Office Systems; and, Whitehurst
Sullivan Burns & Blair Funeral Home/Don Cardell. Please
consider becoming a sponsor now to help pay the cost of printing
and mailing nine issues to nearly 400 Catholics. If your interest
and budget will allow we would appreciate a donation of up to
$200 since this helps defray the cost of one issue. Please contact
Pat Ogle at 244-5609 to become a sponsor.

VISIT www.cpbcfresno.org FOR UPDATED INFORMATION
AND TO MAKE RESERVATIONS ON-LINE
BY CLICKING ON “RESERVATIONS”
AND THEN BY CLICKING ON “MAKE RESERVATIONS ON-LINE”

(Pre-printed cover master here)

FUTURE CP&BC PROGRAMS
Pardini’s – Van Ness Blvd. & Shaw – 7:00 to 8:30 a.m.
(Before Breakfast Is Served Enjoy Coffee & Networking)

_________________________________________________________________________________
Friday, February 12 – Pat McCaskey, Co-owner Chicago Bears
The grandson of the founder of the Chicago Bears, George Halas, Pat McCaskey started in the Chicago Bears
ticket office in 1974 and has moved through various positions to become co-owner. A proud Catholic, Mr.
McCaskey has woven his Faith into his business, sports and family life and established an organization, Sports
Faith International, to promote the value of sports in forming Christian virtue. An accomplished executive and
sought-after speaker, Mr. McCaskey is passionate about how God's plan may be found in football and how God
may be given glory by a game well played. Did you know the Vatican has a sports office? Patrick McCaskey
can tell you. He will speak about his experiences as a Catholic owner of an NFL pro football team, his unique
and humorous observations growing up in the world of pro football, the importance of religion and sports at all
levels and the faith-based initiatives he currently works with.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Future Speakers
March 12, 2010 - Father John Koeplin, Jesuit, San Francisco, Prof. USF
April 9, 2010 - Laurel Boylan, Adoption Agency in Clovis

_________________________________________________________________________________
Meetings Scheduled
2nd Friday of the month except January, July & August
$12 for Members / $15 for Non-Members.
Reservations (434-2722) Deadline is Thursday Noon of Breakfast Week.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Reservations – Several Options
Deadline is Thursday Noon of Breakfast Week
Phone - 434-2722
Email – lorikrueger@att.net
Reservations Online – www.cpbcfresno.org
Click on « Reservations » / Can pay with PayPal
Mail Reservations with Payments to: CP&BC
P.O. Box 9454, Fresno, CA 93792
Please note that CP&BC also requests that Pre-Paid members
call each month to confirm their attendance.

