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Have you ever noticed that there doesn’t seem to be a whole lot of Christian, or even 
Catholic, programming coming out of Hollywood? That when you go looking for a 
movie or a television show with a strong moral compass you need to look in the back 
of the store or visit a specialty store?  
 
As explained by our October speaker, Barbara Nicolosi-Harrington, a Hollywood writer, 
producer, story consultant and production company executive, the blame lies with 
Catholics themselves. She detailed about the sub-culture of Christian material and 
how it had created its own “ghetto” to shelter itself from the world. In effect, the 
Christian sub-culture had managed to remove its own voice from a culture that it 
helped to create.  
 
In the past movies that dealt with religion were made for mainstream audiences. For 

example, “A Man for All Seasons” was released in 1966 to the masses and won several Academy Awards, including Best 
Director and Best Picture. Today, movies that deal with such heavy Catholic themes are often not given such as a wide release 
and typically produced only for Catholics themselves. All told, Nicolosi-Harrington estimates that 90% of the material made by 
Catholics is made for Catholics, leaving a mere 10% for evangelical purposes.  
 
One of the principals of Hollywood that Nicolosi-Harrington spoke about was “being so good they can’t ignore you.” As an 
example she told of her experience writing a script about American poet Emily Dickinson. When she first began writing the 
script, one of the producers told her “don’t give me anything about God.” There was one scene in her movie however that was 
very symbolic of a baptism. Although fearful the scene would be cut, she presented it anyway in her first draft. Despite the fact 
that the producers recognized the scene and what it represented, they loved it, even going so far as calling it beautiful.  
 
The Catholic Church can learn a lot from Hollywood, especially when it comes to Masses and music. Recently, she has seen a 
resurgent of bad folk music in church. Even when she asked her priest about it, he was dismissive of the quality of the music. 
She said that even Hollywood producers have a better sense of producing a Mass (even the non-Catholic ones) because they 
know what works.  
 
The Church has been called the “Patron of the Arts,” and there was a time when it was at the forefront of the art world. From 
an art history perspective, most of the definitive creations over the centuries have had a profound religious influence. 
Unfortunately, the Church has fallen as the leader of the art world. Nicolosi-Harrington posed the question of “who is the 
Patron of the Arts” to a group of undergraduate students, and after careful consideration, the Church was not one of the 
answers given. Hugh Hefner and the Bravo Channel won the debate as the “Patron of the Arts.” 
 
She closed with a final thought that as we go forward, it’s not enough that we as the Catholic Church be in the culture, but that 
we need to be important in the culture.  

Lights. Camera. Action! 
October Speaker Barbara Nicolosi-Harrington  
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Book Review by John Kasaian 

Stumbling Blocks or Stepping Stones 

By Fr. Benedict J. Groeschel, C.F.R. 

G K Chesterton once remarked how 
life is full of paradox, and the title of 
Fr. Groeschel’s slim volume 
reminded me of that, stumbling 
blocks can be stepping stones. 
 
In eight chapters, Fr. Groeschel 
describes the common stumbling 
blocks from which  we suffer: 
 
 Sin, Temptation and Integrity 
 Unbelief, Doubt and Faith 
 Dread, fear and Trust 
 Envy, Animosity and Forgiveness 
 Selfishness, Self-Love and Charity 
 Self-hate, Hesitancy, and Love of God 
 Pride, Vanity and Love of God 
 Sadness, Sorrow and Joy 
 
This is an important book, and although  being an easy read it 
isn’t all that comforting because Fr. Groeschel draws 
attention to issues such as sin, doubt, fear, envy, selfishness, 
and vanity which have been effectively dismissed by the 
secular attitudes of modern society. The reader may not even  
identify his stumbling blocks as being sinful, or even as 
stumbling blocks! 
 
Fortunately Fr. Groeschel is here to remind us much like the 
great  habit wearing Holy Cross sisters who taught at St. 
John’s across the street from the old cathederal: ”John, that’s  
a sin!” 
 
It is good to be reminded of such things. 
 
Secular man isn’t concerned with sin, however. He’s applied 
psychology to the problem of sinfulness and the common 
solutions given are not reconciliation or other sacraments but 
rather unsatisfying reassurances. Father Groeschel instead 
gives the reader Spiritual answers to Psychological questions--
-very satisfying Spiritual answers. 
 
It’s a fine little book. The Holy Child Bookstore on the 
northwest corner of Palm and Bullard can get you a copy. 

November 9th Speaker   
Father Cedric Pisegna, C.P. 

 
Please join us on November 9th at our 
next breakfast meeting when the 
CP&BC welcomes Fr. Cedric Pisegna to 
Fresno.  
 
Fr. Cedric Ministries is all about the 
life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
His Houston, Texas-based ministry is 
an expression of the "New 
Evangelization" called for by our late 
holy father Pope John Paul II. Fr. 
Cedric preaches, writes and produces to help people of all 
faiths or even no faith come to know Jesus in a personal way. 
God has also called him to make known the imperishable 
riches of the Holy Spirit. The salvation and new life that comes 
from the Cross of Jesus is a major part of his proclamation.  
 
Fr. Cedric was touched by the grace of God when he was 19 
years old. He surrendered his life to Jesus and had a life 
changing experience. He was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to have a desire to make a difference in people's lives. 
Since that time he dedicated his life to God as a Passionist 
religious and Catholic priest. He now travels across the U.S. 
and Canada preaching, writing, and producing for television. 
His message is practical, inspirational, and orthodox. He has 
written 16 books and will have a limited number available for 
purchase at our breakfast. 

CP&BC 
Pitches In At Poverello House 

Members of the CP&BC recently provided volunteer 
services at the Poverello House serving more than 300 
meals during lunchtime. 
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Parish Update: 
 Divine Mercy (Clovis) Fr. Craig Plunkett  

By Don Cardell 
 
It is exciting to see the progress 
being made out in the east part 
of Clovis. In May of 2009, 
Bishop John T. Steinbock 
commissioned Fr. Craig to 
acquire property and build a 
new church in east Clovis with a 
seating capacity of 1500. 
 
The first Mass was held 
November 2010 in the Clovis 
East High School multipurpose 
room. Christmas Eve , 2011, the 7:30 p.m. Mass had over 
300 parishioners  in attendance. Another Mass on Christmas 
morning had a similar size congregation. The offering 
collected at these services was $7,000.00. Easter of 2012 
there were 440 in attendance with a collection of $5,500. 
 
June 1, 2012, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Simmerman offered their 
home to be used as the church rectory.  On July 18, 2012 
the original property that was selected for the church was 
sold to the Fresno Flood Control District, with the proceeds 
from that sale opening escrow in October 2012 for the 
purchase of ten acres on the corner of Ashlan and 
Thompson Avenues with the option to purchase an 
additional five acres. The escrow is expected to be a nine 
month escrow. 
 
With the continual growth and support of the community 
and congregation, we should see a lot of progress in this 
new parish.  
 
The church meets every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. at Clovis East 
High School in the multipurpose room. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
O divine Heart of 
Jesus, who said to 
Zacheus, “Today I 
must abide in your 
home,” we thank you 
for your great mercy 
in choosing our family 
from so many others 
to receive the gift of 
your presence and of 
your love and to make of this home a “domestic church” 
wherein you will revive love, reparation, and 
consolation for the ingratitude of men. 
 
Unworthy though we be, we thank you for the honor 
you have bestowed upon us ' by coming to preside over 
our home. Gratefully we adore you, overjoyed to see you 
sharing with us our work, our family problems, and the 
joys of the members of this portion of the people of 
God. 
 
We thank you for dwelling with us. From now on may 
this home be for you another Bethany where you will 
always find yourself among friends. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, for as in Nazareth's lowly home, we 
too have a tender love for the Virgin Mary, your mother, 
whom you gave us to be our mother. Dispel from our 
hearts through your holy presence all sorrow and 
discouragement. 
 
O most faithful Friend, if you had been here in time 
of sorrow the consoling balm of  your peace would 
have healed those hidden wounds which are known to 
you alone. 

CP&BC will be collecting 

donations on Nov. 9 for 
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CP&BC Membership Renewals Due:  It’s time to renew your CPP&BC membership. Annual dues are $45.00 per 

person. A membership form is available on our website. For more information call Jeff Lauritzen at 559.288.7280. 

 

Reservations: Reservations are required for all breakfast meetings, held at Pardini’s, and can be made by calling Denise 

Correia at 559.434.2722 or by visiting www.cpbcfresno.org. Doors open at 7 a.m. for coffee and networking. The program 

concludes at 8:30 a.m. New for the 2012-13 year, the cost for each breakfast is $15 for members and $20 for guests . 

  

Membership Directory: Interested in advertising in next year’s directory? Ad space starts at only $50. Contact Nick Strait 

at 559.304.8905 or directory@cpbcfresno.org for more information.  

 

Prayer Network:  CP&BC has a “prayer network” to be used for member prayer needs for themselves or loved ones. We 

have members already signed-up to pray for special needs submitted; however, anyone else is invited to also become part of 

the prayer network. Sally Lauritzen is the point person to whom requests can be made, and once they are received she will 

email or phone the network. Contact Sally (salauritz@att.net or 559.439.8378) to become part of the network or to submit a 

prayer request. 


